Volume CXXXV, Number 6, October 27, 2017 by Lawrence University
LAWRENTIANTHE
The Student Newspaper of Lawrence University Since 1884














conference games“Lift your spirits.”
PAGE 3
Variety
Student hospitalized after College Ave. hit-and-run
Lecture educates on anti-Jewish oppression and Jewish privilege
A Lawrence student was hit 
by a drunk driver around 11:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 14 while 
crossing College Ave. She was 
dragged beneath the vehicle for 
about 150 feet, and when the driv-
er got out to see if she was ok, she 
said she was not and asked him to 
call 911. He refused, told her she 
was fine and fled the scene. 
A driver that approached the 
scene after the incident called 
911, and the student was taken 
to the hospital in an ambulance. 
She suffered a serious pelvic frac-
ture and severe abrasions, but her 
injuries were not life-threatening. 
The man who hit the stu-
dent, Kimberly resident Justin 
Jorgensen, was arrested for drunk 
driving and hit-and-run with inju-
ry.
The day prior, two students 
were hit while crossing Lawe 
Street but neither had injuries 
that required hospitalization. 
On Monday, Oct. 16, Director 
of Security Jon Meyer sent an email 
informing everyone on campus of 
the accident. His email stressed 
the importance of caution while 
crossing the busy streets around 
campus. Meyer also gave some 
reminders to students for cross-
ing the streets: always cross at the 
crosswalks, make sure drivers see 
you in the crosswalk before you 
cross, look up and stop texting and 
walk bikes across the street. 
In response to these acci-
dents, Vice President for Student 
Life Christopher D. Card also sent 
out an email to all students, fac-
ulty and staff emphasizing the 
importance of pedestrian safety 
and what Lawrence is doing to 
keep students safe. “As part of 
our efforts to improve safety, 
Lawrence has worked closely with 
the Appleton Police Department 
and the City of Appleton,” said 
Card in the email. “These discus-
sions have resulted in the installa-
tion of flashing lights at the College 
Avenue crosswalks and the addi-
tion of broad-striped crosswalks 
in and around campus.” 
This past summer, high res-
olution cameras have also been 
installed at the College Ave. cross-
walks so as to better gain informa-
tion about the drivers involved 
in accidents with Lawrence stu-
dents. 
To teach about anti-Semitism 
and how it exists in progressive 
movements, Post-Doctoral Fellow 
of Jewish Studies Elliot Ratzman 
presented the second lecture in 
the Cultural Competency Lecture 
Series. He presented his lecture, 
“Understanding the Subtleties 
of Anti-Jewish Oppression and 
Jewish Privilege,” on Wednesday, 
Oct. 18 at 11:30 a.m. in the Esch 
Hurvis Room.
Ratzman began his lecture 
by talking about Jewish people 
of color. While Jewish people 
are separate from white people, 
this does not mean that they are 
people of color. Ratzman stated 
that Jewish people of color are 
often underrepresented and not 
always immediately accepted into 
Jewish communities. Due to this, 
Ratzman stated that Jewish peo-
ple, specifically Ashkenazim who 
mostly come from Europe, should 
not be considered people of color 
because it takes away from the 
representation that Jewish people 
of color need. 
“The racial-political status 
of Jews is ambivalent. Ashkenazi 
Jews enjoy the privileges of white-
ness, but have been, and are, 
threatened with forms of anti-
Jewish oppression—antisemi-
tism—that persist,” said Ratzman.
In the past few months with 
the events in Charlottesville, Va. 
where Jewish people have been 
explicitly targeted, questions 
about what privileges Jewish peo-
ple have been brought up. This 
issue is complicated by how there 
were right wing Jewish people 
who voted for Trump. At the same 
time, Jewish people have been 
turned away from liberal groups, 
accused of being Zionists, and 
there have been incidents of ten-
sion between Palestinian rights 
groups and Jewish people.
Ratzman also specified which 
problems Jewish people still have, 
and which they do not in most 
circumstances. He specified that 
they no longer have barriers to 
employment and education, no 
constraints on where they can 
live, and also do not have to worry 
about violence by law enforce-
ment. This, according to Ratzman, 
is what gives Jewish people privi-
leges that other minority groups 
in the United States do not have. 
However, Ratzman stated 
that Jewish people still have to 
be wary of a threat of violence. 
Jewish people still have a sense of 
minority status, deal with inter-
personal slights and anti-Semitic 
politics as well as group trauma 
and awareness of global hostility.
Addressing the subject of 
Palestinian rights, Ratzman said 
that “Pro-Palestinian protests are 
not anti-Semitic, mostly, though 
they can be uncomfortable [for 
Jewish people]”. Critique of Israel 
becomes anti-Semitic when these 
critiques are based on imagery or 
themes that are classically anti-
Semitic. Also, when critiques are 
based in theological or essential-
ist claims about Jewish people or 
Judaism, and when Jewish people 
are targeted by Palestinian resis-
tance groups just because they 
are Jewish.
With this in consideration, 
Ratzman explained some differ-
ent ways of how to be an ally.  A 
couple of ways are opposing vul-
gar anti-Semitic claims and under-
standing the complex history sur-
rounding Jewish people. Also, to 
fight for justice for Palestinians, 
but understand that Jewish peo-
ple may have conflicted feelings 
surrounding Palestine. 
“There are ways to criti-
cize the State of Israel and bring 
Jews—especially progressive 
Zionists—into coalitions for jus-
tice in Palestine without dismiss-
ing Jewish claims about anti-Sem-
itism,” stated Ratzman.
The next lecture in the 
Cultural Competency Lecture 
Series will be held on Thursday, 
Nov. 16 at 11:30 a.m. in the Esch 
Hurvis Room. This next lecture, 
“Powerful Ways to Respond to 
Microaggressions, Stereotypes & 
Isms” will be given by Professor 
Elizabeth De Stasio and Vice 
President for Diversity and 
Inclusion and Associate Dean of 
Faculty Kimberly Barrett. The lec-
ture will be an interactive session 
which will address strategies for 
how to deal with microaggres-
sions and stereotypes in ways that 








Post-Doctoral Fellow of Jewish Studies Elliot Ratzman presents in the Esch Hurvis 
Room in the Warch Campus Center.
Photo by Billy Liu 
Two students cross College Avenue on one of the designated crosswalks. The crosswalks are used by many students each day, especially students in the Conservatory of Music. 
Photo by Sara Nocton
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At least 16 Egyptian police offi-
cers were killed and 13 were 
injured in a shootout with mili-
tants on Friday, Oct. 20. The 
shootout lasted several hours 
and occurred in Egypt’s Western 
Desert when the police attempted 
to raid a terrorist hideout. The 
raid was planned after Egypt’s 
national security forces received 
information that terrorists were 
in the Western Desert to train and 
carry out terrorist operations. As 
a result of the shootout, fifteen 
of the supposed terrorists were 
killed or injured. 
Tajikistan
Tajikistan’s Ministry of Internal 
Affairs has compiled a reg-
istry of 367 of their citizens 
who are suspected to be gay. 
This was announced by jour-
nal published by Tajikistan’s 
Prosecutor General’s office. 
The journal did not state the 
methods used to the find the 
people put on the registry or 
the actual purpose of the oper-
ations. The Ministry of Internal 
Affairs claims the purpose of 
this list is to force these people 
to test for sexually transmit-
ted diseases. While Tajikistan 
decriminalized homosexual-
ity in 1998, according to the 
Human Rights Watch organiza-
tion, the country has a “severe 
human rights record,” and is 
“deeply homophobic.”  Several 
social justice groups believe 
that the government is using 
public health as an excuse to 
discriminate against the LGBTQ 
community. 
World   
Compiled by Stephanie Meyer
News
Japan
On Monday, Oct. 23, Typhoon Lan 
blasted Japan’s east coast, killing 
seven and injuring almost 100. 
Although Tokyo was about 120 
miles southwest from the eye 
of the store, the city was still 
slammed with 75 mile per hour 
winds. Shingu, which is 180 miles 
further southwest than Tokyo 
was flooded with 35 inches of 
rain. Rivers banks burst, flooding 
many of Eastern Japan’s streets. 
Collapsed roads and homes swept 
away by massive mudslides also 
tormented the country. The storm 
also disrupted the vote counting 
for the previous day’s general 
election. The storm was so mas-
sive that its area is larger than 
the country of Japan. This is the 
country’s twenty-first typhoon 
this season.
Singapore
On Tuesday, Oct. 24, the 
Singapore Land Transit 
Authority announced that, 
starting February, it will not 
allow any increase in the num-
ber of private cars in an effort 
to eliminate traffic congestion. 
Singapore, being less than half 
the size of the city of Houston, 
but having double the popula-
tion, has been plagued with the 
problem of not enough space 
and horrendous traffic jams 
for years. Currently, Singapore 
is one of the most expensive 
places in the world to own a 
car. Drivers must first buy a 
$37,000 USD certificate and 
then the actual car. The car 
itself is also subject to price 
mark ups due to various import 
and domestic taxes. This means 
that even an economy car, such 
as the Toyota Corolla, would 
cost about $81,400 USD. 
Wellness Center welcomes two new counselors
Germany  
In Munich, a man armed with 
knife attacked eight people on 
Saturday, Oct. 21. The suspected 
perpetrator, who is a local German 
and has been criminally charged 
before for theft, bodily harm, and 
drug offenses, fled the scene only 
to be arrested hours later. Police 
stated that the attack was not 
motivated by  religious or political 
reasons, but rather they suspect 
the attacker to have psychologi-
cal issues. The man assaulted six 
people, including a 12 year old 
child. None of the injuries were 
life threatening.
After being understaffed 
for some time, the Lawrence 
University Wellness Center has 
added two more counselors to 
the counseling services. The pro-
gram had deteriorated to just 
three staff-members last year due 
to former counselors moving on 
from Lawrence. This caused dis-
ruptions in therapy for those with 
standing-appointments with for-
mer staff-members and affected 
the quality of the program overall. 
Walk-in services were strained, 
and counselors were unable to 
commit to ongoing therapy as they 
were so busy trying to accommo-
date as many people as possible.
This year, the Center has wel-
comed Krystal Light and Rachel 
Hart to LU. Along with the addi-
tion last year of Kaitlyn Bellingar, 
the number of counselors is cur-
rently all the way up to six. “We’re 
really excited about these addi-
tions,” said Director of Wellness 
and Recreation Erin Buenzli. “It’s 
really going to add to the counsel-
ing outreach.”
The hope is that the new, 
more powerful counseling pro-
gram will be able to recreate 
a reality where all students on 
campus have access to available, 
high quality and free emotional 
and mental support. Students can 
make appointments for counseling 
online or in person at the Wellness 
Center, and the staff works hard to 
fit everybody in as soon as pos-
sible. Walk-ins are welcome from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, and there is even a 24/7 
Lawrence Counseling line in the 
event that a student is experienc-
ing a psychological crisis, which 
can be reached at  920-419-8167.
The status of the weekly or 
bi-weekly standing-appointments 
service is unclear, as the new 
counselors may still be settling 
into their new positions. However, 
Buenzli suggested that this option 
for students who are interested in 
ongoing therapy is either current-
ly or soon-to-be available. She also 
emphasized that the huge breadth 
of services that are offered by 
the Wellness Center, unknown to 
many students, go far beyond the 
counseling program.
For example, Buenzli herself 
offers a service to students and 
staff called biofeedback. This con-
sists of breathing exercises, heart 
rate monitoring, and other activi-
ties that are meant to be engaging 
to the recipient. “The purpose is 
to tie biology with technology,” 
said Buenzli, “so that you can try 
to understand your own physi-
cal response to stress. Once you 
understand it, and know how to 
control it, you can generalize it 
to situations that are stressful to 
you. In this way, you can come to 
be more functional and effective 
in your life.”
The Wellness Center also has 
a “mind spa” between the health 
and counseling services on the 
second floor. The “mind spa” 
includes a full body massage chair, 
meditation coaching, and water 
features. According to Buenzli, 
this is meant as just a quiet space 
that students can make their own. 
There are also services like sup-
port for victim-survivors of sexual 
assault and its prevention, provid-
ed by Catherine Kaye and nutri-
tional counseling by Kate Harrell 
every Monday afternoon.
The Wellness Center also col-
laborates with student organiza-
tions at the university. They pro-
vide conversations about medita-
tion and self-care, conversations 
that can be held among big groups 
and with individual students. 
Buenzli said that point is to “meet 
students where they’re at.” For 
her, the goal of the Center is not 
just to support students, but to 
enrich both the lives of everyone 
on campus, and by extension, the 
Lawrence community as a whole. 
Content Warning: This arti-
cle contains content related to sui-
cide and may be sensitive for some 
readers.
It’s often difficult to know 
what to do when a friend or col-
league is in mental distress. With 
everything from direct confron-
tation to anonymously telling a 
school counselor, ways of helping 
people in distress vary. Lawrence 
teaches the nationally recognized 
best practice of QPR Suicide 
Prevention.
QPR stands for Question, 
Persuade and Refer, and is 
designed so that anybody—not 
just mental health profession-
als—can help, explained Julie 
Haurykiewicz, Associate Dean for 
Academic Success, Fox Valley QPR 
Advisory Board member and QPR 
master trainer.
The Question part is where 
one learns “how to ask some-
body if they’re in distress, spe-
cifically mental health distress,” 
Haurykiewicz said. Often, that 
means knowing how to ask the 
“suicide question,” or asking if 
that person is feeling suicidal or 
hopeless. 
The second step is learning 
“how to persuade somebody that 
there is hope, that life is worth liv-
ing,” said Haurykiewicz. 
And the final step, the Refer, 
is in place because even when one 
is trained in QPR, he/she is still 
not a mental health practitioner. 
“You refer the person in dis-
tress to a mental health provider 
or to resources in the commu-
nity that could support them long-
term,” Haurykiewicz explained. 
“QPR isn’t designed to make any 
person a mental health profes-
sional.” 
Haurykiewicz added that the 
non-professional aspect of QPR is 
part of what makes it so powerful.
“It’s a way for laypeople to 
intervene with somebody who is 
in distress, because the person 
who is most likely to notice if 
we’re not doing well physically or 
mentally is somebody close to us,” 
she explained. “The idea is to train 
as many laypeople in QPR as pos-
sible because then your relative 
could reach out, your colleague 
could reach out, [etc.].”  
QPR first came to Lawrence 
via a grant around 2008 and has 
since been training students, staff, 
and teachers on this best practice 
for preventing suicide.
“At Lawrence, we have a 
90-minute presentation, and it’s 
called specifically ‘QPR Gatekeeper 
Training,’” Haurykiewicz said. 
“Their idea of gatekeeper is not 
the idea of keeping people out. It’s 
keeping people safe and keeping 
people within that boundary of 
safety.”
These presentations share 
statistics about suicide nationally, 
regionally and at Lawrence. This 
includes data from the National 
Health Assessment Survey, where 
Lawrence students are higher 
than the national average for 
experiencing feelings of depres-
sion and hopelessness, feeling sui-
cidal and attempting suicide. 
“It’s important to keep in 
mind that the national average 
includes all sorts of college stu-
dents, not just traditional-age 
college students,” Haurykiewicz 
said. “But, one of the reasons we 
brought QPR to this campus was 
that we knew that mental health 
has over the years been a struggle 
for Lawrence students.” 
The presentation also goes 
over risk and protection factors, 
direct and indirect verbal cues, 
and behavioral clues, which often 
are reflected in changes in behav-
ior. 
“It’s often not so much that 
people want to die. They want 
their pain to end,” Haurykiewicz 
explained. “It’s almost like having 
tunnel vision or blinders. You can 
see no other way of having that 
pain stop.”
Because of that tunnel vision, 
QPR can be life-saving in helping 
people see that there are ways 
to work through their mental 
anguish. 
In addition to training 
Lawrentians, Haurykiewicz and 
other staff members have been 
involved with reaching a train-
ing goal of 10,000 individuals in 
the Fox Valley by 2020. Having 
already trained somewhere 
between 7,000 and 8,000 indi-
viduals, Haurykiewicz said she is 
excited to reach that goal. 
Haurykiewicz added that 
any club or school organization 
that is interested in having a QPR 
training session can contact her 
at julie.a.haurykiewicz@lawrence.
edu. 
The next scheduled train-
ing will take place on Thursday, 
Nov. 2 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Kraemer Room in the Warch 
Campus Center.  The training is 
open to the entire campus and 
will enable participants to be able 
to recognize warning signs of sui-
cide, learn to effectively commu-
nicate with someone who might 
be at risk, as well as learn when 
to refer someone to professional 
assistance and learn about more 
local and national resources for 
suicide prevention. 





The World News for the 10/20/17 issue was mistakenly attributed to Dannielle Konz, but 
was actually compiled by Stephanie Meyer.






Much Love, Little Lady
“The Great Escape”
Lawrentian Gothic
It’s about time for Halloween 
when you realize that you don’t 
have a costume. You want to take 
advantage of the best holiday, and 
you need an amazing costume in 
order to accomplish that. What 
better holiday is there than one 
where you go around and beg 
strangers for free food? After all, 
that is the college experience, one 
way or another. 
So you set out to find a great 
costume. Going online is no help 
at all, however. All the results that 
pop up are costumes aren’t exactly 
your taste. While you may want to 
be a sexy Angry Bird, there’s a part 
of you that holds you back. Listen 
to your intuition. You don’t need a 
sexy cartoon bird costume. Stop 
that. 
Instead of dressing sexily, you 
now think to other, scarier op-
tions. Your mind flits to the idea 
of missed calls from your parents, 
student loans, the future and the 
unknown. However, you don’t 
know how to embody any of these 
things. Your spirits sink as you 
realize that Halloween is drawing 
near and you most likely won’t 
have a costume that will blow 
people away. 
You share your concern with 
your friends, who all come forward 
with the same problem. There are 
no clear options. An idea pops into 
your head and you excitedly share. 
Your friends agree with your idea 
and start buying supplies. 
Halloween rolls around and 
you’re all dressed in your last 
minute costumes. Stapled to your 
shirts are your resumes, focusing 
on all your Lawrence extracur-
riculars. Each of you are wearing a 
medal reflecting how busy each of 
you are. You are wearing a bronze 
medal because you’re only in five 
extracurriculars. Your tall friend 
is wearing silver for being a presi-
dent of a club, participating in 4 
other clubs and volunteering ev-
ery weekend. Your last friend is vi-
brating from their third cup of cof-
fee today. They have a gold medal 
due to their double major, double 
minor, studying abroad two terms, 
presidential status of three clubs 
and three jobs. Hats off to them. 
They won the Lawrence Olympics. 
You decide to take your new 
costumes out on the town. You 
start trick or treating, but, unfor-
tunately, an entire block of houses 
has been vacated. What a trick 
that is. You try the next block, 
which is more fruitful. You receive 
five slabs of unidentifiable meat, 
two erasers, a box of raisins and 
Whoppers. You are angry about 
the Whoppers. Why would any-
one give out Whoppers, the worst 
candy? You fume while pouring 
the entire box of raisins into your 
mouth. 
The next block makes you feel 
uneasy. You feel as if all eyes are on 
you and your two friends. People 
start to creep from their homes, 
wielding torches and pitchforks. 
They are coming for you. They 
know you are Lawrence Students. 
“How dare you exist,” they chant. 
You run, knowing there will be 
safety in the dorms of Lawrence. 
You hope there will be some candy 
somewhere on campus as you feel 







Lawrence Students Disappointed 
by Harper Hall Haunted House
Article courtesy of Nina Wilson of Respectful and Tasteful Satire (RATS)
On Oct. 23, 2017, the 
Lawrence University Dance and 
Opera Programs, as well as the 
Improvisation Group of Lawrence 
University (IGLU), teamed up to 
host a haunted house in Harper 
Hall. Tickets were free for 
Lawrence students, and one soph-
omore, Vera Fitzsmith, attended 
with a group of friends. 
“I was really excited when 
I saw the Facebook event,” Vera 
commented. “The haunted house 
was just in time for Halloween—
my favorite holiday.” 
However, her expectations 
did not quite meet reality. 
Vera expressed profound 
confusion towards the first act of 
the haunted house.
“Margaret Paek and Matthew 
Turner, professors of Dance and 
Jazz/Improvisation, welcomed 
us to the haunted house, and 
they were so nice—it was weird. 
They said they and their students 
had been working hard on this 
haunted house for over a month, 
and they were excited for us to 
finally experience it. They weren’t 
dressed scary or anything. I think 
Margaret was wearing a sweat-
er from somewhere nice, like J 
Crew? She also warned us that 
one of the acts was in a very dark, 
enclosed space and if that made 
us uncomfortable, then we were 
free to leave. I guess that was nice 
of her to say, but dark, enclosed 
spaces are pretty much what I 
expect from a haunted house. I 
think everyone knew what they 
had signed up for.” 
Fitzsmith’s friend, senior 
Sylvia Lax, who was also in atten-
dance, said that the second act 
was even stranger than the first.
“They had tables of miscel-
laneous objects and instruments, 
and they told us we could play 
with them. I mean, I love a nice 
bowl of magnets any day of the 
week, but I didn’t know that we 
would have to make our own 
spooky noises. I usually expect 
my spook catered to me on a plat-
ter at haunted houses. Rattling 
chains, wind whistling through 
slats in the roof —you know. They 
definitely had more bike horns 
than anyone really needed at this 
thing.”
Unfortunately, according to 
Fitzsmith, there was still more to 
come. 
“The worst part was when 
the performers made all of us 
come up on stage with them. We 
stood in a circle, and get this—
they handed out winter gear, like 
hats and gloves—and made us 
put them on. Like, what a lame 
Halloween costume! After that, 
they made us hold hands. It’s 
almost like they weren’t even try-
ing to be scary. I wanted my 0 
dollars back.”
Lexi Hayes, a third friend 
who had remained quiet until 
this point in our interview, finally 
chimed in: “I don’t know, guys. It 
wasn’t all bad. I mean, there was 
some pretty impressive wailing 
from the vocal majors.” 
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Trash talking is one of the 
greatest traditions in sports. A 
few headlines on ESPN are about 
trash talking between NBA play-
ers. The first headline is Embiid: 
Drummond’s trash talk was 
silenced. The second headline is 
Green denies Smith Jr. dunk: ‘Ain’t 
happening’. In the first article, Joel 
Embiid of the Philadelphia 76ers 
was interviewed after the game 
against the Detroit Pistons. During 
the interview, Joel Embiid said 
he was well prepared for Detroit 
Pistons center Andre Drummond, 
trash talk and all. Joel Embiid was 
upset that Andre Drummond, of 
the Detroit Pistons, started the 
game aggressively and was talking 
trash. In response to Drummond’s 
behavior, Joel Embiid took it upon 
himself to shut Drummond up, 
so Embiid scored 30 points in 
their win against the Pistons. The 
second article was about the con-
frontation on the court during 
the Golden State Warriors  vs. 
Dallas Mavericks game between 
Draymond Green and Dennis 
Smith Jr. During the game, Smith 
drove baseline and tried to dunk 
over Green, but Green fouled 
Smith and yelled, “you will never 
dunk on me,” to Smith.  Smith 
replied by saying, “[Draymond 
Green] can’t jump with me.” 
There are two types of people 
in this world. There are people 
who like trash talking and peo-
ple who do not like trash talking. 
People who do not like trash talk-
ing say that trash talking is harm-
ful and makes the game look bad. 
These same people, like Roger 
Goodell and the National Football 
League, try to limit trash talk-
ing by placing rules against trash 
talking in the game. But is trash 
talking really that bad of a thing? 
Personally, I like the fact that trash 
talking is a part of sports. I like 
the fact that NFL players trash 
talk the NFL by calling it the No 
Fun League because of the penal-
ties that are called for celebrating 
and taunting. I cannot imagine a 
sport that does not involve trash 
talking at all. Well, maybe ten-
nis, because it is so classy. Trash 
talking is present all through life. 
I trash talk all the time when I’m 
playing video games. Trash talk-
ing brings out the competitive 
juices in every one. It is what 
rivalries are made of. Trash talk-
ing is harmless just as long as it 
doesn’t start any fights. It’s fun to 
see players go at it and back up 
their trash talking with their play 
on the court or field. Trash talking 
and sports go together like peanut 
butter and jelly. 
The Lawrence University 
Volleyball Team played their last 
pair of conference games this 
past weekend. On Friday, the Lady 
Vikes played host to the Grinnell 
College Pioneers while they faced 
the Cornell College Rams at home 
on Saturday. If the team could 
win the game on Friday against 
Grinnell, they would qualify for the 
conference tournament. Friday’s 
game was also the Play for a Cure 
game, so the Lady Vikes sported 
pink uniforms in the game. 
Lawrence started out strong 
on Friday night, dominating the 
first set against Grinnell (14-7, 3-3 
MWC). The Lady Vikes closed out 
their 25-13 win in the first set on 
a 10-3 run and had a .345 hitting 
percentage in the set. Lawrence 
got off to a strong start in the 
second set taking a 13-9 lead; 
however, Grinnell came roaring 
back to win the second set 25-19. 
In the third, Grinnell took an early 
10-4 lead. The Lady Vikes battled 
back and were able to tie the set 
at 19. Nevertheless, it would not 
be enough as Grinnell finished the 
set strong and won the third set 
25-21 to take a 2-1 lead in the 
game. Grinnell once again got out 
to a strong start in the fourth 
set, building up a 9-3 lead over 
Lawrence. The Lady Vikes slowly 
came back from behind, knotting 
the set at 17. The end was very 
even as it was tied up again at 
21, but Grinnell came out on top 
25-22 to win the set and the game. 
On the offensive side, 
Lawrence was led by junior 
Arianna Neumeyer who had 23 
kills in the game. Senior Arianna 
Cohen added 10 and senior 
Sydney Nelson led the team with 
35 assists. On the defensive side, 
senior Cyra Bammer led the team 
with 16 digs while Nelson added 
15 and Neumeyer added 10. 
Freshman Addisyn Gerber led the 
team with eight blocks including 
five solo blocks in the game.   
Saturday’s opponent, Cornell, 
looked to be a tough matchup for 
the Lady Vikes as they had a 20-6 
record including a perfect 8-0 
record in conference play going 
into the game. Cornell started 
the game strong taking a 5-1 lead 
early in the first set. Lawrence 
was able to keep it close and went 
on a 5-0 run later in the set to cut 
Cornell’s lead to 20-19. However, 
Cornell was able to close out the 
set for a 25-22 win. The second 
set was super close as it was tied 
six times, but Cornell came out 
on top by a score of 25-21. In the 
third set, Cornell got out to an 
early 8-5 lead. Lawrence was able 
to tie it up multiple times later, but 
once again, Cornell got the best 
of the Lady Vikes at the end of 
the set, winning it 25-21 and the 
game 3-0. 
Cohen led the team in kills 
with 10 while Neumeyer added 
five. Bammer had a match-high 
24 digs and Neumeyer had 
another 12 digs to pace the Lady 
Vikes. Lawrence had 12 blocks 
in the game. Four of them were 
by Gerber while senior Colleen 
Nowlan added 3. Nelson led the 
team with 13 assists, while fresh-
man Ashley Camling had 12. 
“Both of our games this 
weekend were really tough 
matches. Our team played really 
well and played with a lot of heart. 
Although the end result didn’t 
turn out the way we wanted it to, 
we are proud of the way we per-
formed” said Nowlan. She added, 
“This season has been one of the 
most exciting and successful sea-
sons that I have been a part of the 
last four years. Our team chemis-
try was great this year, and I loved 
going to practice because I got to 
spend time with 16 of my closest 
friends. Although we didn’t have 
the record we wanted, we had a 
lot of success that I am sure will 
carry over to next season. It was 
a great senior season, and I am 
truly so incredibly sad to see it 
end this year.”
With the two loses, Lawrence 
falls to 10-15 on the season 
and 5-4 in Midwest Conference 
play. They host the Lawrence 
Quadrangular on Saturday, Oct. 
28 where they will face off against 
Edgewood at 1 p.m. and Lakeland 
at 3 p.m. to end their season.  
Over the weekend, the 
Lawrence swimming and diving 
teams traveled to Brown Deer 
to open their season at the All 
Wisconsin Showcase with 8 other 
colleges. This meant that both 
the men’s and women’s teams 
were competing against numer-
ous NCAA division 1 players, but 
the Vikings held out with remark-
able finishes. For the men, fresh-
man Charlie Philips took 10th 
in the 500 freestyle in 5:14.24, 
and junior Max Stahl took 14th 
in the 200 backstroke in 2:12.05. 
Freshman Anton Hutchinson took 
6th place in the 500 yard freestyle 
in 5:02.73, helping to give the 
Vikings an overall good score. The 
lady Vikings were paced by soph-
omore Elise Riggle as she took 
11th place in the 500 freestyle 
in 5:39.61, as well as 20th in the 
200 backstroke in 2:23.98. Senior 
Emei Thompson was right behind 
Riggle in the 500 freestyle with a 
time of 5:48.79 to earn her 15th 
place. Other notable performanc-
es from the women’s team were 
the finishes by junior Emmi Zheng 
for 12th in the 200 breaststroke 
in 2:40.44, as well as freshman 
Erin Lengel with a time of 1:01.32 
for 12th place in the 100 but-
terfly. In the 100 freestyle, senior 
Eryn Blagg took 16th in 57.81 
seconds, and junior Lizzy Garcia 
took 21st in 58.54 seconds. Emei 
Thompson said of the opening 
meet, “I think going up against D1 
swimmers is always intimidating, 
but it’s fun; because it gives us the 
opportunity to really push our-
selves. This year’s team is looking 
strong, and this meet was a great 
one to showcase that talent. Our 
incoming freshmen have added a 
new depth to the team which is 
going to really help at conference. 
Hopefully the women’s team will 
be able to secure second place 
again, and the men will be able to 
move into the top three!” Come 
see the team go up against Ripon 
this Saturday and hopefully con-
tinue with the momentum from 
their successful opener.
Swimmers dive in at first meetTrash Talking Contesters Michelle Haeberlin
Staff Writer
_____________________________________







“Any Old Road” is a col-
umn written by members of the 
Lawrence Cross Country Team for 
the pleasure and reading enjoy-
ment of the entire Lawrence com-
munity. Its primary purpose is to 
serve as a venue through which 
statistics and results regarding 
the Cross Country team can be 
relayed… if just a bit creatively. 
The title “Any Old Road” is in no 
way meant to imply the use of 
a haphazard training method by 
the team. 
On the weekend immediately 
following the release of the last 
Lawrentian, the Cross Country 
team traveled once again to 
Milwaukee School of Engineering 
to do battle with the best private 
colleges in Wisconsin. Games of 
touch-football replaced the high-
flying kites, and the men’s course 
did not change in the ten minutes 
before their race, as it did last 
time. Both teams ran extremely 
well, and there was an abundance 
of high spirits on the bus ride 
home with plenty of chocolate 
chip-pumpkin bagels for every-
one. To top off the day, Peter Levi, 
Jim Moran, and Faye Gilbert were 
named to the 1997 Wisconsin 
Private College Cross Country 
Championship All-State teams for 
their exceptional performances in 
their races. 
Inspired by the nearly Oscar-
winning performance of Mike 
Myers, both teams surged to sec-
ond-place finishes at the home 
meet at Plamann Park. This was 
accomplished despite a “minor” 
detour by the Bluebird on the way 
to Plamann. The men were led by 
the third and fifth-place finishes by 
Peter Levi and Captain Jim Moran, 
while the women put five scoring 
runners in the top 20. The lucky 
(not to imply that luck really has 
much to do with it) women T-shirt 
winners in order of finish were 
Faye Gilbert, Nichole Cook, Anne 
Dude, Captain Chris Jones, and 
shirt-designer Jen Tbtoritis. The 
men’s team was supplemented by 
the college cross country debuts 
of Mike Donnelly, Thomas Julian 
Ow, Andy Peterson, as well as the 
long awaited return to action of 
Matt Siamy. As if turning in great 
performances on Saturday was 
not enough, Jim and Zach cele-
brated the Sabbath by lifting until 
failure at a multitude of weight 
stations. Their dedication to self- 
improvement will surely lead to 
stellar performances in the last 
two meets of the season. With 
only two weeks left in the sea-
son, the team is preparing for the 
Conference Meet in Grinnell, Iowa 
on Nov. 1.
Big Wood Recipients as of  
 October 20th
Cathy Kempen – MSOE
Anne Dude – Parkside
Peter Levi - Carthage
Chris Jones – Beloit
Jim Moran - Private College  
 Championships
Faye Gilbert - Viking   
 Invitational
Today’s Take
As term begins to end, the 
various fall sports likewise con-
clude their seasons. In cross coun-
try, this means a trip to the con-
ference cross country meet. This 
year the meet will be hosted by 
Illinois College in Jacksonville, Ill. 
In fact, at the very hour this paper 
is distributed, the cross country 
team will be boarding the bus for 
the 6.5 hour drive south.
As all of Lawrence’s fall 
sports partake in their final few 
competitions of the season, time 
comes to reflect on the past sea-
son, and share successes and fail-
ures with the greater Lawrence 
community. This happens through 
posts on social media, and via 
word of mouth. Athletes regale 
friends and teammates with sto-
ries of their season, and with 
hopes for seasons to come. And of 
course, The Lawrentian covers the 
Vikings’ athletic accomplishments 
in its hallowed pages.
The Lawrentian does a mar-
velous job of covering all that 
happens under the umbrella of 
Lawrence athletics. However, 
without being on the team in 
question, it is hard to truly do a 
season justice in the span of one 
short article. No one understands 
a sport like an athlete in the sport. 
The Lawrentian’s army of sports 
writers is good, but not quite that 
good.
To get around this, in 1997 
the Lawrence Cross Country team 
wrote its own column, “Any Old 
Road”, to share its achievements 
with the campus community. 
Athletics right from the horse’s, or 
perhaps the harrier’s, mouth.
To a certain degree, ath-
letes covering athletics makes 
sense. Athletes could easily give 
the inside scoop on their teams. 
Athletes know which victories are 
worth talking about, and which 
defeats hold a lesson. They know 
what happened on the field, pitch, 
course or court better than any-
one. They were there. They did it.
I do not mean to suggest that 
The Lawrentian should sack its 
sports writers. However, I believe 
that it would add richness to the 
page if each week, a sports team 
were able to give its own account 
of its doings.
I believe that giving athletes 
a voice in The Lawrentian would 
be a good way to cover sports in 
more depth, allowing campus a 




ANY OLD ROAD: Cross Country team gears up for conference
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Macalester 3-0 5-2 
St. Norbert 3-0 5-2
U. Chicago 2-1 4-3 
Ripon 1-2 2-5 
Lawrence 0-3 1-6 
Beloit 0-3 0-7
South
Lake Forest 3-0 7-0 
Monmouth 3-0 6-1 
Illinois 2-1 3-4 
Knox 1-2 4-3 
Cornell 0-3  2-5
Grinnell 0-3     1-6
WOMEN’S SOCCER
TEAM MWC OVR
St. Norbert 7-0-1 12-4-1
Knox 7-0-1 12-5-1
Monmouth 6-2 11-6 
Grinnell 5-3 9-7
Lake Forest 4-2-2 6-8-2 
Ripon 4-4 10-6
Cornell 3-5 4-14 





Knox 8-0 13-2-3 
St. Norbert 8-0 13-3-3
Lake Forest 6-2 9-6-1 
Grinnell 5-3 7-8-1 
Cornell 4-4 7-8-1
Illinois 3-4-1 8-8-1
Monmouth 2-4-2 3-12-2 
Beloit 1-6-1 4-10-1 






Ripon 5-3 10-15 
Lawrence 5-4 10-15 
Grinnell 4-4 15-8
Illinois 4-5 11-14
Lake Forest 3-5 11-14 
Beloit 3-5 8-15 
Monmouth 1-6 8-18
Knox 0-8 10-19 
WOMEN’S TENNIS
TEAM MWC OVR
Grinnell 9-0 11-1 
Lake Forest 8-1 14-1
Cornell 7-2 8-5 
St. Norbert 6-3 10-5 
Knox 5-4 6-9 
Lawrence 4-5 6-11
Monmouth 3-6 4-13 
Illinois 2-7 6-9 
Ripon 1-8 3-16 
Beloit 0-9 0-15 
102
Times Lawrence and Beloit foot-
ball teams have faced each other.
3
Times junior Josh Januisak has 
won Midwest Conference player 
of the week.
2
Number of goals the mens soccer 
team scored to beat Maranatha.
10
The place freshman Charlie 
Phillips took in the 500 meter 
freestyle with a time of 5:14.24.
1
The number of new cycling clubs 
we have on campus.
By the 
Numbers
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
Cassie is a junior from Highland Park, IL. She is a third-year member 
of the Dance Team and also serves as Treasurer. Her favorite style of 
dance is Poms. At Lawrence, Cassie is pursuing a double major in Studio 
Art and English. In addition to being a member of Dance Team, she 
is also the Op-Ed Editor for The Lawrentian and a member of Kappa 
Alpha Theta.
 
Shane Farrell (SF): What is dance team/what does it involve?
Cassie Gitkin (CG): Dance Team is a team of Lawrence students who 
practice and perform a variety of dance styles, including hip-hop, 
jazz, poms, lyrical and contemporary. The team itself is comprised of 
fourteen dancers who work hard together, but we also have a lot of 
fun. We support other Lawrence athletic teams by performing at their 
games. A lot of people think we’re cheerleaders because we use pom-
poms, but Dance Team is not a cheer squad. We don’t do stunts like a 
cheer squad and we also don’t cheer. 
SF: When is your season?
CG: Our season is the entire year. We perform at football game half-
times during the fall and basketball game halftimes during the winter. 
We also participate in dance shows throughout the year. Most of our 
spring season is spent preparing for the Spring Dance Show. 
SF: How is the team looking this year?
CG: The team is looking great this year! We have a really strong team 
comprised of lots of Dance Team veterans, as well as several new 
freshmen. We also have an open Saturday morning practice once a 
month for anyone interested in joining the team or just seeing what 
it’s all about.
SF: Hardest dance move to nail?
CG: Hardest move in general, or that we do on Dance Team? On Dance 
Team, it’d have to be the kicklines. It takes a ton of stamina and 
strength to keep our energy up and our kicks high, all while staying 
synchronized with a dozen other dancers. 
SF: How long have you been dancing/why did you decide to do it at 
Lawrence?
CG: I took tap, jazz, and ballet when I was younger, but I hadn’t danced 
for a while before joining Dance Team. It seemed like a great way to 
improve my dance skills and show school spirit. It ended up being the 
best decision I could have made. It’s now my third year on LUDT and 
I couldn’t be prouder of what the team has become.
SF: What would you say to people that doesn’t think dance is a sport?
CG: I think most people now realize the athleticism required to be a 
dancer. Just like any other athletic team, we have multiple practices a 
week and are expected to condition individually to stay flexible and 
prevent injuries. Putting on a dance performance or dancing competi-
tively is much different than just dancing for fun. It requires a ton of 
practice, strength, and teamwork. 
 
SF: What is the weird food you like to eat?
CG: I don’t eat a lot of weird foods. I guess the weirdest foods I eat 
are probably dairy substitutes, like vegan yogurt, but they don’t seem 
weird to me because I’ve been eating them for so long. 
 
Sports in Photos
Senior Sydney Nelson and freshman Emily Hoeft celebrate a point with their teammates.
Photos by Caroline Garrow 
Junior Arianna Neumeyer jump serves with other looking on.
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The Lawrence Passion Project: Juliana Olsen-Vladez
Hidden Figures of Lawrence: 
Katie Huskey
This column is devoted to highlight-
ing staff members that play a huge role in 
the everyday experiences of the Lawrence 
community. The goal is to focus on the 
“Hidden Figures” of Lawrence University and 
their interests both within, and outside of 
Lawrence.
During Reading Period, students tend 
to go home or stay on campus to work or 
study for midterms. In either case, it is a 
good time to practice self-care. Counseling 
services are provided on the second floor 
of the Buchanan Kiewitt Wellness Center. 
Students can make an appointment to meet 
with a counselor from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and there are walk-
ins for urgent emergencies from 1 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Counselors strive to provide a 
safe and confidential environment for stu-
dents to come in and talk about psychologi-
cal problems they may have. 
Katie Huskey is a Staff Counselor who 
provides counseling services to students. 
Huskey’s favorite part of her job is watch-
ing students grow. Students come to her 
office with something they want to work on, 
and she helps them figure out how to help 
themselves develop skills to be successful. 
Huskey works with students on a variety of 
issues, from anxiety, panic attacks, depres-
sion, changes in life, social situations and 
dealing with traumas. Her typical work 
schedule starts between 8 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
and wraps up around 5 p.m. Huskey works 
on and off with students throughout the 
day based on her appointment schedule. 
“Counseling does not have to be a 
scary process,” commented Huskey. “We are 
humans too who want to help, and make 
sure students are as mentally healthy as 
possible”
Huskey has a Master’s degree in Clinical 
Social Work from UW Oshkosh. In addi-
tion, she has a certification for Advanced 
Practice Social Work. Huskey started work-
ing at Lawrence in July 2016. In her earlier 
career, Huskey worked in sexual assault 
advocacy and reach counseling services for 
UW Oshkosh. This involved going to courts, 
assisting with restraining orders, under-
standing judiciary processes on campus 
and providing care for those affected by 
trauma. She did this for three years, and 
prior to that, was part of a volunteer line.
When she is not working, Huskey 
enjoys spending time with her two children 
and husband. Together they watch movies, 
go outdoors, camp, spend time with friends 
and occasionally do arts and crafts.
One hurdle counselors face is being 
visible and making sure students know 
they are available. “We are here to help,” 




Staff Counselor Katie Huskey in her office on the 
Second Floor of the Buchanan-Kiewitt Wellness 
Center.
Photo by Larissa Davis
This column intends to find out what 
it means to be empathetic, strive for under-
standing and to document fulfillment in 
action by having conversations with students 
working on Senior Experience Projects at 
Lawrence on how they are using their studies 
and passions as tools to create.
Through four years studying at 
Lawrence University, students often will-
ingly place themselves out of their com-
fort zones to experience learning in new 
and engaging ways. As they do, students 
can find themselves embracing new strug-
gles that can, at times, appear daunting. 
These new struggles have the capability 
to shape the values and understandings of 
Lawrentians. In this light, struggle has the 
capability to shape and to reform. Just as 
people are changed by the challenges they 
find themselves in, rocks can go through 
a similar process, at least that connection 
might be made by students like senior 
Geology major Juliana Olsen-Valdez.
Olsen-Valdez also values the broad 
amount of opportunity geology provides to 
students who are looking to forge science-
based careers for themselves. On this sub-
ject, Olsen-Valdez stated, “Geology is very 
interdisciplinary. Depending on what you 
focus on, you can incorporate many differ-
ent scientific aspects into your studies in 
geology. If you like physics or chemistry 
more, you can delve into that. If you like 
working with people more, you can go into 
an environmental science focus in geology. 
I’m still trying to figure out exactly what I 
want to do in that realm. But I do know that 
I love geology.”
Olsen-Valdez started off at Lawrence 
wanting to study biology, and went through 
several shifts throughout the various sci-
ence departments at Lawrence before 
finally feeling at home in the Geology 
Department. When she found it, she knew 
she had come across her perfect fit. “I loved 
it,” Olsen-Valdez stated as she described 
what it was like to take her first geology 
course. “We talked about climate change, 
we talked about human factors of the earth. 
We talked about the massive time scale, like 
4.55 billion years that the earth has been 
changing and evolving without us and how 
we make up the smallest amount of a sliver 
on the time scale of that frame. I think that’s 
so amazing. Geology is a perfect mix of the 
broad connective study that I was looking 
for, but also incorporating the environment 
and everything I liked about science and 
math.” 
When Olsen-Valdez looks at a rock, she 
doesn’t just see a rock, but is also excited 
by the possibility of that rock’s story. Olsen-
Valdez elaborated on this as she stated, “It’s 
really cool to think about how you can look 
at one rock and understand the environ-
ment that that rock had to form in or how 
old that rock is. Or how other events have 
overprinted the history of that rock. You 
know, it’s so easy to anthropomorphize 
rocks. Being an Introductory Geology tutor, 
I realize that when I’m talking about rocks, 
I am talking about them like people with 
goals in life going through struggles of 
metamorphism, but I think it’s something 
that everyone can related to in a way, being 
a citizen on the earth.”
Olsen-Valdez is already developing and 
working on her Senior Experience Project 
centered on a site near Björklunden called 
Brussels Hill. Olsen Valdez stated, “My advi-
sor Marcia Bjornerud and I secured fund-
ing to drill 330 feet into the ground at 
this quarry on top of Brussels Hill where 
there are many deformed rocks. And people 
were thinking it might have been caused by 
impact, like a meteor had hit and ground 
up all the rocks. But some of the charac-
teristics that we think of when we think of 
impact structure just didn’t fit. We couldn’t 
find them at the site. So, the next step was 
to look beyond the surface and go under 
to get an idea of what the rock looks like 
underground.”
This understanding sparked Olsen-
Valdez’s curiosity and has inspired her 
senior project committed to understand-
ing what has truly caused these deformed 
rocks. “My project is working to character-
ize all of that rock into specific categories to 
try to figure out if there are certain trends 
we see as depth increases,” Olsen Valdez 
explained. “Because it’s possible it might 
have been caused by intrusion activity. This 
would be like magma coming up from very 
deep depths and deforming the rock that 
way. It’s interesting because we know what 
we see at Brussels, but we don’t know what 
happened. We really have to add up every-
thing, have these working hypotheses and 
slowly try to uncover the mystery. I’m kind 
of like a rock detective.”
When Olsen-Valdez is not sleuthing 
through rocks for her research project, 
serving as a Teacher’s Assistant in intro 
geology classes or leading as co-president 
of the Geology Club here on campus, she 
takes most joy in spending time outside, 
appreciating the rock she spends so much 
of her time studying, the earth. Olsen-Valdez 
stated, “I try to spend at least a little bit of 
time outside every day. Because I feel like 
I need the fresh air, I need to be looking at 
trees or something. Connecting back to the 
earth. It sounds so cheesy, but I feel like I’m 
a very holistically and geologically driven 
person. I feel like moving my body outside 




Senior Geology major Juliana Olsen-Valdez in front of the Sustainable Lawrence University Garden (SLUG) and 
the broader Appleton landscape.




The Mudd and Me: Rooms and Resources
Archives Uncovered:
The Ormsby Files
Lawrentians like to take advantage of their fall midterm reading periods by going on trips, going 
home for a few days, relaxing or studying for any midterms they still may have.
While cleaning out the basement of 
Ormsby Hall this summer, several boxes of 
scrapbooks were discovered that shared 
the memories of those who attended 
Lawrence in the days before cell phones 
and social media. These scrapbooks share 
accounts from the days when the best way 
to disseminate information by Residence 
Hall Directors (RHDs) and Residence Life 
Advisors (RLAs) were to hold a thing that 
most current students can only say they’ve 
been to a few times: hall meetings. The days 
when there was no red-eye correction filter 
on photos and when a photo was posted 
on a bulletin board, not a Facebook wall 
or a Snapchat story. Indeed, the Lawrence 
University Archives provides insight into a 
by-gone era.
Many of the events found in the Ormsby 
scrapbooks have similarities to today. For 
instance, an article about “cart hooligans” 
was published in The Lawrentian on Oct. 
24, 1986 in response to an increasing num-
ber of near misses from maintenance carts 
as students were walking around campus. 
In light of the recent situations regarding 
students crossing College Ave., this uncov-
ered article showed that some things never 
change. Another piece that was printed 
in The Lawrentian on Feb. 27, 1987 spoke 
about prejudice on campus, something that 
is, again, still very relevant today.
Some fun October activities portrayed 
in the scrapbooks were the 1988 “Fright 
Night” Halloween celebration in which a 
group of students gathered in the allegedly 
haunted Ormsby Hall in order to watch hor-
ror films. These books also documented 
pumpkin carving at Ormsby in 1992 and 
a dorm decorating contest held for several 
years as a homecoming activity.
Sports also played a huge role in the 
lives of the scrapbooking students. Included 
are many newspaper clippings both from 
The Lawrentian and the Appleton Post-
Crescent that discussed the various sports 
achievements or failures at Lawrence. One 
such sporting event was ‘Anchor Splash,’ 
an event held as a fundraiser for Sight 
Conservation and Aid to the Blind, accord-
ing to The Lawrentian article from 1988. 
This event included teams made up of fac-
ulty, students and residence hall teams, 
among others. The competitions were pri-
marily swimming related, but some even 
included such things as going off the high-
est diving board in a kayak. It is unclear 
what part that particular activity played in 
the event.
Yet another game that seems to have 
been popular through multiple years and 
that, for reasons that will become obvi-
ous, would not be acceptable today, was 
the ‘assassination game,’ in which students 
in Ormsby Hall were given targets by a 
‘game master’ and had to follow specific 
rules regarding bystanders and location of 
a so-called assassination of another stu-
dent with a water pistol. The sporting did 
not stop with simple bragging rights either. 
There were accounts of gambling within 
Ormsby in 1988, including a bet between 
the residence halls as to which would have 
the highest voter turnout that year. The 
prize: $10 contributed from each of the 
residence halls for a total of $70 to go into 
the budget for the winning hall. 
Finally, the scrapbooks also included 
references to the Outdoor Recreation Club 
(ORC) and trips that various members of 
the scrap bookers’ friends group went on. 
As can be compared to today, there 
were also the tough times in the late 1980s. 
Among other things the university raised 
tuition by $2,000 to a whopping $15,000 
a year. Compared to the $56,130 price tag 
Lawrence had for the 2017-18 school year, 
$2,000 does not seem to be such a major 
burden on students, but a 15% increase to 
tuition is a major jump that many students 
and their families had to cope with at that 
time.
No matter the year or the subject, 
the scrapbooks from the Ormsby basement 
provide valuable insight into the lives and 
shenanigans of Lawrentians long gone from 
campus. The names of most of these indi-
viduals are either not known at all, or only 
the first names are known, which repre-
sents the kind of causal campus Lawrence 




This column is intended to inform stu-
dents and other members of the Lawrence 
community about the resources and events 
that are offered at the Seeley G. Mudd 
Library. This is a source for little-known 
library facts, staff spotlights and investiga-
tions into the archives of Lawrence and 
Milwaukee-Downer College.
Scrambling to print a paper in the 
library minutes before class is not an unfa-
miliar sensation for most students. While 
many people may associate the library with 
panic-stricken dashes between classes or 
long, arduous homework sessions late into 
the night, there are many more layers to 
the library than may meet the eye. The 
four floors of the Seeley G. Mudd Library 
are populated by rooms with a wide vari-
ety of purposes, employees with fascinat-
ing behind-the-scene jobs and little-known 
resources for students. 
Circulation Services Supervisor and 
Equipment Reservations Cynthia Patterson 
is familiar with the many ways in which the 
Mudd can provide for students. Personally 
in charge of keeping the circulation desk 
staffed and running at all hours of oper-
ation, Patterson also “[makes] sure that 
people are having a satisfactory experience, 
that is, they’re finding the materials they 
need and that things aren’t out of order.” 
Patterson therefore has extensive knowl-
edge of what the library has to offer to 
Lawrence students. 
The Mudd Library houses a wide vari-
ety of rooms, which can be used for many 
purposes. The Viewing Rooms, for example, 
can hold several people, not only for class-
work but for watching films for fun. 
“[The viewing rooms are always there] 
if you wanted to bring a group in and watch 
a film, for a class or just for entertainment,” 
Patterson explained. “I think a lot of people 
don’t realize we have those spaces.” 
Other rooms on the second and third 
floors can contain student groups inter-
ested in working on projects together, and 
individual computer rooms on the third 
and fourth floors allow students the chance 
to type papers in a quiet, secluded setting. 
While these rooms provide students with 
great work spaces, the fourth floor Kruse 
Room and Collection is perfect for tak-
ing a break from these studies. Patterson 
explained that the Kruse Room is “designed 
to be an area to house materials on diversi-
ty and social justice, plus it’s also supposed 
to be an inspiring room to go up and sit in.” 
Aside from these rooms, the library 
also houses some special collections. The 
Lincoln Reading Room is “a very fine collec-
tion of Civil War related materials” both old 
and new, thanks to the generous donation 
of two alums, as well as other contributing 
donors. Along with the Lincoln Reading 
Room, the Milwaukee-Downer Room hous-
es a collection of more rare and antique 
books, as well as a number of cozy couches 
to lounge in for reading leisure. 
A handful of rooms provide resourc-
es and events for students as well. The 
Makerspace and Media Workroom is home 
to a 3D printer, which one can gain card 
access to after a brief training, provides 
many opportunities for creativity as well as 
work. “All of it [doesn’t have to be] related 
to a certain class, sometimes people are 
doing projects that are outside of the class-
room in there,” said Patterson. 
Another practical department which 
is housed in the library is the Technology 
Services, not to be confused with Technical 
Services. Technology Services provide stu-
dents with help connecting computers to 
the internet, recovering lost passwords and 
a variety of other issues, while Technical 
Services provides a backstage support sys-
tem for the library by preparing books and 
periodicals for circulation. 
The Archives, run by University 
Archivist Erin Dix, are also a key resource 
room for students. “You can find scrapbooks, 
and first-hand information. Sometimes 
people in classes use the archives because 
they have to have information that’s first 
hand and so [the Archives are] very popu-
lar for that,” Patterson said, explaining also 
that the Archives contain not just the his-
tory of the library but also resources on the 
history of Lawrence University as well as 
Milwaukee-Downer College. 
Along with the rooms available for 
student use, there are several resources 
which can be taken advantage of. Not only 
are there physical locations for books, as 
well as Periodicals on Level A for both aca-
demic and enjoyment journals, but issues 
can be found online. To help students with 
research projects, lockers are located on 
the third and fourth floors “so if you had a 
bunch of books for a paper and you didn’t 
want to haul them around but you wanted 
to keep them safe, we do have a locker, and 
keys get checked out at circulation desk,” 
Patterson explained. 
Reference librarians are also available 
many hours of the day to assist in finding 
materials for projects. Appointments may 
be made online, or one can walk up to the 
reference desk. “That’s a service that we all 
wish students wouldn’t wait to take advan-
tage of,” Patterson emphasized. The library 
houses up to a million books, though there 
is a continual cycling of interlibrary loan 
books as well as net lender books shuffled 
in and out, not to mention class reserves 
which students may take advantage of for 
specific classes and even clubs. 
The Mudd also offers more than books 
and periodicals. While students are famil-
iar with the printers and photocopying 
machines, which Patterson wryly noted are 
“a big part of the library” and “very popu-
lar,” there are also some audiobooks on CD, 
a selection of video games and students 
may even check out equipment such as pro-
jectors and filming equipment. 
According to Patterson, “Generally 
about 5,000 people pass through each 
week.” With so many people making use 
of the surface-level resources which the 
library provides, there is a wealth of other 
ways in which students are able to take 
advantage of the Seeley G. Mudd Library 
both to enrich academic experiences as 





Leaves scatter the grass of Main Hall Green, perfect place to collect leaves of different hues of 
red, orange, yellow and brown. 
Photo Feature: 
Autumn at Lawrence
Photos by Hannah Burgess
Autumn in Appleton is characterized by it’s vibrant colors, cozy sweater-weather 
and, of course, the bustling about of hundreds of Lawrence students. As October 
comes to a close, Lawrentians can be found carving pumpkins, drinking apple 
cider in the café and studying for their last few midterms. Now is the perfect 
time to go outside and jump in some leaf piles or go for long walks with friends, 
because winter is right around the corner
THE LAWRENTIAN
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Paul Dietrich Quintet 
One of my favorite ways to 
decompress before decompress-
ing even more during reading 
period is to see live music where 
I can just sit back and enjoy, espe-
cially when it is free and just a 
short walk away. (I’m going to 
miss Harper Hall a lot after I grad-
uate.) The Paul Dietrich Quintet 
gave me exactly that on Oct. 18. 
The Chicago-based group, which 
includes two alumni—Dietrich ’10 
on trumpet and Andrew Green ’11 
on drums—features their leader’s 
warming and inviting composi-
tions. Rounding out the lineup are 
Dustin Laurenzi on tenor sax, Paul 
Bedal on piano and Tim Ipsen on 
bass. (Past readers may recall my 
column on TWIN TALK where I 
briefly mentioned the many other 
groups its members are in—well, 
this is one of them.) The five of 
them together are the perfect 
vehicle for Dietrich’s writing, 
which is polished and tight while 
often maintaining voracity that 
propels the compositions forward.
Each musician had a humble, 
explorative sound, but the voice 
that was nearly always in the fore-
ground was that of the compos-
er. Although this voice was also 
modest and did not call attention 
to itself, it still had an immense 
intensity to it, crafted by Dietrich 
to groove hard with experimenta-
tion in meter rhythm and unex-
pected interlocking parts. Often, 
the sound relied on simple melo-
dies and patterns within single 
instruments that created a more 
complicated amalgamation when 
combined and layered with the 
other voices. At the time, the 
music had a familiar, recent nos-
talgia to it that I could not put my 
finger on. However, after listening 
back to the recordings and think-
ing about it more, the late Director 
of Jazz Studies Fred Sturm’s influ-
ence became apparent.
Most of the tunes were 
upbeat, dipping into fusion and 
the like, but my favorite of the con-
cert was the brooding, sonically-
seasonally-appropriate “Puddles.” 
Listening to it felt like autumn at 
dusk; arco bass, slowly-bending 
sax and cymbals provided a thick 
bed of drones, while piano and 
bells twinkled slightly above. The 
trumpet emerged on top with the 
rest of the quintet following flu-
idly, making for the most intro-
spective sounding tune in the set, 
whereas the others seemed more 
extroverted. “Puddles” also came 
exactly in the middle of the con-
cert, as well as close to the middle 
of “Focus,” the quintet’s sopho-
more album from this past May. 
It was not only a change from the 
other pieces, but a slow breath in 
and out before embarking on the 
rest of the concert’s momentous 
compositions. 
While the music certainly 
spoke for itself, its creator’s per-
sonality shaped the show as well. 
Dietrich’s quiet sense of humor 
snuck in between nearly every 
song, causing his bandmates to 
stifle snickers while the audience 
laughed with them. But just like 
his music, his comments were 
honest and entertaining, at one 
point even admitting that he was 
talking so much just to give his 
embouchure an ample rest. His 
personality—as well as the other 
members’—made the group 
seem extremely comfortable to 
be there, an aspect that can aid 
in engaging with the audience 
exponentially more. What helped 
this was the fact that this concert 
was a homecoming for the quin-
tet’s two alumni, being particu-
larly significant for Dietrich, who 
had not played at Lawrence since 
his graduation. Thus, the concert 
felt like him getting back into the 
swing of things, as well as simul-
taneously presenting himself as 
a visiting artist who wanted to 
give back to the Conservatory that 
nurtured him.
The Paul Dietrich Quintet 
truly graced the stage last week 
and piqued my interest in modern, 
more straight-ahead composi-
tion—music I have not immersed 
myself in enough, apparently. The 
circle of Midwest jazz is closely 
knit, and this is yet another expe-
rience that has drawn me closer 
to it.
The Paul Dietrich Quintet performs in Harper Hall on Wednesday night, Oct. 18.




In 1977, Stephen King 
wrote his third novel, “The 
Shining.” In 1980, Stanley 
Kubrick created a film based on 
this novel. As a precursor, I will 
happily acknowledge my bias 
in writing this review; King and 
Kubrick are respectively two of 
my favorite creators of all time. 
Though I have read upwards 
of thirty Stephen King books, 
I rarely revisit this particular 
novel; however, I find myself 
watching the film several 
times a year. While I am a firm 
believer that Stephen King is a 
disturbed and valuable genius, 
I have always found the film 
superior to the novel. The char-
acters in the film, particularly 
Jack Torrance, are much less 
realistic, yet Kubrick’s carica-
tures evoke a deeper excite-
ment and empathy for these 
troubled characters. 
It is important to note 
that King was vocal about his 
hatred of Kubrick’s rendition 
of his work. Though Kubrick 
thoroughly enjoyed reading 
the novel, this artistic con-
tempt clearly went both ways. 
Famously, King described the 
family driving to the Overlook 
Hotel in a red Volkswagen 
Beetle, while Kubrick used a 
yellow Beetle. Later in the film, 
a character drives past a car 
crash and sees a red Beetle 
wrecked in a snowdrift. It is 
widely accepted that this was 
Kubrick’s way of letting the 
author know that he, as direc-
tor, was going to make any 
artistic choice he found fitting. 
This petty move on Kubrick’s 
part is important to note while 
considering novel versus film. 
Inherently, novels have the 
advantage of being able to pro-
vide more backstory. In a film, 
only so much backstory can be 
exposed before the audience 
becomes bored and expects 
advancement of the plot. 
Kubrick did not have the luxury 
of providing a huge backstory, 
while King did. John Daniel 
Torrance (Jack’s name in the 
novel) is given a complex and 
disturbing history of alcohol-
ism, unemployment and abuse 
at the hand of his father. Life 
before the Overlook is viewed 
as if under a microscope in the 
novel. While I find this, and 
even King’s intense and thor-
ough description of the “shine” 
power that Danny possesses, 
to be important and intriguing 
context, I still had more attach-
ment to the family displayed in 
Kubrick’s film.
This phenomenon con-
fused me for years. King’s char-
acters are much more realistic 
and easy to relate to; Torrance’s 
alcoholism in the novel seems 
very tangible and complexly 
miserable, while the audience 
can laugh at Torrance beg-
ging a ghost bartender for a 
drink in the film. After much 
time spent wondering why my 
preference lies with the often 
unrealistic and exaggerated 
characters of the film, I finally 
pinpointed that I wholeheart-
edly enjoy the “lunatic” qual-
ity of these caricatures that 
Kubrick provides in many of 
his films (e.g. Alex DeLarge in 
“A Clockwork Orange”). While 
King clearly possesses the tal-
ent of designing this type of 
character (Randall Flagg in 
“The Stand,” for example), these 
caricatures are lacking for me 
in “The Shining,” though they 
are not nonexistent; the super-
natural creatures display some 
of these traits. 
The embodiment of 
Kubrick’s exceptional cari-
cature is mastered by Jack 
Nicholson in his rendition of 
Torrance. Nicholson plays all 
his cards in this film. In a scene 
where he holds Danny, he talks 
in a whispering, monotone, 
yet simultaneously full-bodied 
voice, saying, “I love you Danny.” 
Here, the character seems to 
be in complete control of his 
emotions, though the audience 
knows that this truly unstable, 
dangerous man, holding his 
son in his arms, can kill him at 
any moment. In other scenes, 
like the staircase-bat scene, 
Nicholson lets go of any sense of 
control. His wild facial expres-
sions, exaggerated hand move-
ments and the absurd things 
he says as he mocks Wendy are 
psychotic, yet funny. While not 
downplaying the seriousness—
and horror—of the evils of 
domestic abuse, Nicholson is so 
over-the-top that these scenes 
become downright comical, at 
points. Such absurd lines like, 
“Wendy, darling, light of my life, 
I’m not gonna hurt you,” can-
not be meant to be taken com-
pletely seriously. Jack Torrance 
becomes such a controversial 
and problematic character 
because he begs to be liked and 
laughed at even at his worst, 
most horrifying moments.
King develops Torrance 
in his own controversial yet 
likeable way, but misses the 
mark in comparison to Jack 
Nicholson’s role. While a part 
of me wishes I could support 
the less popular opinion and 
favor King’s novel, I am forever 
indebted to Kubrick’s version 
of “The Shining,” which has, 
remarkably, dominated my life 
for eight years; I have never felt 






as a writer or photographer. 
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I’ve always loved Beck, 
whether I’ve admitted it or not. 
He’s gone through so many phas-
es and worn so many hats—both 
literally and musically—that his 
music always has an unpredict-
able edge to it. From the slack-
er folk of “Mellow Gold” to the 
fuzzed-out riffs of “Guero,” he 
has always done whatever he has 
wanted to. His newest release, 
“Colors,” is a danceable funk-fest, 
and definitely his most poppy 
record to date. Listeners and fans 
got a preview of this new sound 
in 2015, when he released the 
first single from the album, titled 
“Dreams.” Two years later, he’s 
finished his latest record. I’m not 
going to do a full run-down of 
every single song; rather, I want to 
talk about them in terms of genre 
(or, in some cases, lack of genre). 
I’ll start by looking through the 
lens of pop music. In the first 
track, “Colors,” Beck sings, “Do 
you feel alive?” over a repetitive 
dance track that is reminiscent of 
Capital Cities’ “Safe and Sound,” 
with an infectious panpipe hook 
(I know, right?!)  behind it that 
wouldn’t sound out of place at a 
high school dance. One of Beck’s 
strengths on this effort, which 
allows for his seemingly effort-
less transition into pop material, 
is his ability to create catchy vocal 
hooks. His voice sounds less lazy 
and mumbled here than it has 
on previous records, like “Guero.” 
“Colors” is a great example of 
this, as are his vocals on “Seventh 
Heaven.”
There are some songs that 
are more difficult to appreciate 
on the first listen. For instance, 
“I’m So Free” is inconsistent with-
in itself. It starts with the same 
four-on-the-floor beat heard in 
the previous two tracks. There 
are two very different pre-cho-
ruses. To the first one, he adds 
a sort of auto-tune vocoder that 
doesn’t seem to work, then, sud-
denly, he switches gears, tran-
sitioning into a weird rap pre-
chorus with a very heavy electric 
guitar riff supporting it. The cho-
rus then busts into pop punk ter-
ritory with its simple hook, “I’m 
so free,” repeating over power 
chords and a bombastic drum 
groove. Ultimately, it is songs 
like this that keep me from fully 
embracing the record. The inco-
herence within songs, specifi-
cally the chameleon approach of 
engaging multiple genres, makes 
it feel like Beck is selling out 
rather than trying to do his own 
thing. Another song that sounds 
too poppy for Beck is “Wow.” 
When I first listened to this track, 
it sounded, to me, a lot like “Get 
Schwifty” from the acclaimed 
television show Rick and Morty. 
“It’ll be like wow, like right now” 
are the lyrics over a repetitive 
synth melody, with an obnoxious 
drum machine behind it that is 
reminiscent of bad trap music. 
However, he does return to 
his classic Beck quirkiness on 
some songs. “Dear Life” is clas-
sic Beck, sounding more like 
one of his earlier albums than 
the new sleek pop. It is just as 
unpredictable as “I’m So Free,” 
but it feels like every transition 
in the song supports it rather 
than breaks it apart. It starts with 
an almost New Orleans-esque 
piano groove, and then it dives 
in with some guitar. By the end, 
the track has taken on something 
close to the psychedelia of Tame 
Impala. My second favorite song 
on the record would have to be 
“Square One.” Again, Beck uses 
a piano groove to start the song, 
with great effectiveness. When 
the guitar and drums enter, it 
becomes very much evocative of 
The Police. It is just as danceable 
as the other, more poppy tracks, 
yet this and “Dear Life” both feel 
more like Beck.
My takeaway from this 
album is that Beck will do as 
Beck will do. “Colors” was a fun 
listen overall, and it shows Beck’s 
interest in trying multiple styles 
out for size. My main complaint 
is—and maybe Beck was doing 
this intentionally—that there 
are several times on the record 
where it seems like Beck is trying 
to sound more like other artists 
than himself. “Dreams” sounds 
so much like “Electric Feel” by 
MGMT. I love both songs, but my 
ear can’t help but focus on the 
parallels between the two. “Up 
All Night,” which is the record’s 
hit, gives me the impression that 
Beck is selling out. Like the ear-
lier songs on the record, it has the 
sleek romp of a well-made pop 
song; unfortunately, however, the 
chorus sounds exactly like that 
of “Can’t Feel My Face” by The 
Weeknd. Beck has always been a 
chameleon, but in this effort, his 
shifting colors make him sound 
like he is trying to become a car-
bon copy of today’s pop artists. 
ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:  
LEO LEVENTHAL
If you have ever been to the 
mail room to pick up a pack-
age, you have likely seen the 
familiar face of Leo Leventhal. 
As a senior Film Studies major, 
he has explored numerous cre-
ative mediums in and outside 
of Lawrence. Leventhal’s senior 
experience, though, uses a medi-
um that is brand new to him—one 
that, with the encouragement of a 
friend, he began learning how to 
create this term: the video game. 
An avid gamer from a young age, 
Leventhal is using his combined 
knowledge from many different 
creative avenues to make a video 
game about mental and emotion-
al abuse and gaslighting. 
His passion for creating goes 
back to high school, where he 
dove into metal-smithing and 
ceramics as well as digital arts. 
His ultimate goal is to be able to 
create in any and every medium, 
and right now he is set on acquir-
ing as many skills as possible. 
While he “wants to learn every-
thing,” he also “doesn’t like school 
very much.” Leo was able to make 
his Lawrence experience fit him 
by picking classes where he knew 
he would have a certain amount 
of control. He has really loved 
taking animation classes in the 
past and is currently enjoying his 
printmaking class. Where there 
is freedom to create, Leventhal 
excels.
While school may not be his 
favorite thing, learning is a pas-
sion of Leventhal’s. Just this sum-
mer he started learning how to 
embroider. All of his passions and 
outlets leave him very busy, but 
he still makes time to be a Trivia 
Master and participate in impro-
visational comedy. 
As to how he finds direction 
when creating, Leventhal said 
that what he does “just makes 
sense.” The force behind many of 
his creative endeavors is the love 
of making a world. To him, “all art 
is world building.” His previous 
experience with and continuing 
love for writing have been invalu-
able in creating his senior proj-
ect. He explained that the making 
of a video game fits well with his 
creative sensibilities.
Coming to Lawrence, 
Leventhal brought with him his 
love of writing and thought that 
he would be a writer one day. 
Now, he is putting his narrative 
skills to work in his senior expe-
rience. He sees the video game 
as an opportunity to make a 
narrative about something that 
matters to him. Along with this 
long-held passion, he is making 
the music for the video game as 
well. He described it as “noth-
ing too fancy, just a way to cre-
ate a tone and mood.” Leventhal 
finds that the different mediums 
“all come back together at some 
point.” Along those lines, he also 
explained that there is very little 
separation between disciplines. 
This makes it easier for him to 
incorporate many different skills 
into one project. While they meld 
together, the different mediums 
also feed one another and inspire 
Leventhal. They help to make the 
project as holistic as possible.
While he has a collabora-
tor who assists with the tech-
nical aspects of programming, 
Leventhal directs the project and 
has creative control. On having 
a partner, he stated, “it works 
because we have similar creative 
sensibilities and he respects my 
project.” Being able to create 
the animation, the story and the 
music while his partner focuses 
on the programming aspect of 
the project allows Leventhal to 
shape the project into what he 
envisions. 
Leventhal’s experience goes 
beyond the making of the game, 
to the content. As a victim of 
emotional and mental abuse, 
he knows how abusers operate 
and has a deep understanding 
of the dynamic of abusive rela-
tionships. Exploring this issue 
in a game space allows him to 
make it an interactive experience, 
as opposed to passive. This will 
allow people to really connect 
with the narrative. 
After the completion of the 
video game, Leventhal plans to 
put it online for people to down-
load for free. The goal of this is 
to make people who have experi-
enced abuse feel like they are not 
alone, and for others to under-
stand more about mental and 
emotional abuse and gaslighting. 
He would also like to submit his 
game to competitions. 
Leventhal’s plans after grad-
uation, though, are less clear. 
Ideally, he would be doing some-
thing that allowed him to create 
and express himself. He loves the 
idea of writing for TV, where he 
would be able to combine his film 
studies degree with his love for 
writing. However, he would settle 
for anything that pays. Leventhal 
definitely plans to keep learning 
more about not only video games, 
but about many more skills as 
well, allowing him to create with 
and connect as many mediums as 
possible. Although his future is 
open, one thing is certain: he will 
continue to be a student of life, 
always open to new possibilities 
and experiences. 
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Student Crosswalk Safety
On Oct. 16, the entirety of campus received an email from Jon Meyer, director of Security, care of 
Communications, informing students about the accidents that have ridden campus over the past week. 
The email was sent in light of a recent hit and run in which a Lawrence student was hit by an intoxicated 
driver and hospitalized. The day before the hit and run, two other students not at fault were also hit in 
a crosswalk by a negligent driver. Earlier in the term, another student collided with a car while riding 
their bike across College Avenue. Unfortunately, the emails from campus officials directed the blame 
away from drivers and urged students to become more defensive pedestrians. In order to prevent future 
accidents, Lawrence and the City of Appleton must work collaboratively to educate drivers about pedes-
trian safety on the Lawrence campus.
Meyer’s email did not just tell pedestrians to be more defensive—it took the blame away from 
drivers altogether. He urged students to stop texting, implying that the four students who were hit the 
preceding week were at fault for being on their phones. In reality, none of the students were on their 
phones. Meyer and Campus Security at Lawrence must have received some backlash for this email, how-
ever, because another email was sent the next day from the Vice President of Student Life Christopher 
Card. The second email clarified that the students were not at fault. Card informed the student body 
that Lawrence officials have been in communication with the City of Appleton and the Appleton Police 
Department over the past week to increase safety measures.
Earlier this term, cameras were installed at the crosswalks to hold drivers accountable for any inci-
dents involving Lawrence students. No further measures to improve security have been shared with the 
student body at this time, which is concerning considering the four accidents that have already occurred 
this term. With so many accidents taking place, it is vital that Campus Security and the Lawrence admin-
istration take these incidents seriously and implement changes to keep Lawrentians safe.
It would be beneficial to implement better lighting at the crosswalks; as is, the flashing yellow 
lights could be read as a warning to notify drivers of a crosswalk rather than to stop for students trying 
to cross. Lights were installed in 2014 at the crosswalk on East Wisconsin Avenue which indicate: “ON 
FLASHING RED - All Vehicles Must Stop at Line - Proceed with Caution if Clear.” Installing red lights like 
these at the College Avenue crosswalks would send a clearer message to drivers to stop in order for 
students to cross safely.
Bottom line, the lives of those in the Lawrence community must be protected and taken seriously. 
It is the duty of Campus Security and the Lawrence administration to protect the campus body from 
reckless drivers.
Lawrence wasn’t what I expect-
ed it to be.
I grew up in the eastern plains 
of Colorado, in the shadow of the 
Rocky Mountains in the booming 
Metropolis of Peyton. Population: 
250, where there were more long-
horns than people. We didn’t have 
a stoplight or a gas station, but we 
had plenty of dirt roads and a bar 
appropriately titled “The Saloon” 
in faded, blocky letters. Every 
girl who ever visited thought I 
lived in the boonies (I did, but in 
my defense, the nearest Walmart 
was only a 15-minute drive and 
Colorado Springs and all its urban 
treasures—movie theaters and 
malls and skate parks—was a con-
sistent 35 minute drive.)
When I chose Lawrence, I came 
with the expectation that it would 
be everything that my hometown 
wasn’t. It had a staggering student 
population of nearly 1,500 stu-
dents; my high school was merely 
in the hundreds. I would no longer 
have to drive for hours to take a 
girl on a date, go to the gym or see 
a movie. Everything I would ever 
need was within walking or bik-
ing distance, and I would finally 
be at a place where I didn’t know 
every face from childhood. It was, 
in short, an adventure into a life 
I hadn’t gotten the chance to live 
yet.
College is, for many, the first 
experience of real independence 
and adulthood. To me, there was 
a great appeal in not only leaving 
home, but in going as far away as 
possible to go to school. I wanted 
to not only be independent, but to 
engulf myself in a new environ-
ment. I wanted to find out who I 
was, away from where I became 
who I am. In fact, in some ways, 
when picking a school, this was 
some sort of moral rule, an impli-
cation that ruled my decisions. 
It’s cheating to be close enough 
to go home on the weekends; it 
robs the opportunity to get lost, 
engrossed in an entirely unknown 
place, even a place as humble as 
central Wisconsin. Staying close 
to home, in many ways, felt like 
it was only going halfway. Going 
halfway, committing halfway, was 
seemingly beneath the experience 
of getting to test myself, form new 
beliefs and experience new ways 
of life and ideologies. Lawrence 
was a moral decision as much as it 
was a personal one.
Lawrence proved to be much 
different from my expectations. 
It proved to be as small as adver-
tised. Many faces became familiar 
in passing within weeks, and it 
seemed like there were as many 
dairy cows as people. It wasn’t the 
great urban adventure I thought it 
was, and while the 1,500 students 
of Appleton are much more than 
the meager 200 at Peyton High 
School, 1,500 has proved to be 
much smaller than it felt. In a lot 
of ways, Lawrence has felt like 
home. But in many more ways, 
it hasn’t. It’s proved to be a chal-
lenge, examining my own thought 
patterns and exposing me to new 
ideologies that my conservative, 
rather isolated, hometown never 
taught me. In short, it wasn’t what 
I expected, and came with a sharp 
learning curve. 
Lawrence hasn’t been what I 
expected, but that is not the whole 
point. It takes bold decisions, step-
ping out of comfort zones and not 
squandering the resources and 
ability of higher education to do 
so. The ability to make bold deci-
sions with minimal consequences 
is rare, but choosing a school to 
go to is a one of those decisions 
where fleeing for the other side of 
the country isn’t such a bad deci-
sion to make. 
I have one of my roommates 
to thank for this topic as she 
pointed out that holiday shopping 
will begin soon and, invariably, 
some naive parents will think that 
a tiny puppy in a box is the perfect 
family movie moment. You come 
down and there is a big box with 
holes in it that is rustling and the 
kids are all curious until they hear 
a yip and then they race over and 
tear the lid off to find a Golden 
Retriever puppy. How beautifully 
quaint. I know I am about to ruin 
the cherished tradition of a puppy 
under the tree, but hear me out 
as I explain to you why that little 
golden puppy is a bad idea.
First of all, chances are that 
dog will be out in a year. Oh yes, 
that puppy is adorable, it can get 
away with anything. Look at it 
chewing on the pillows—how 
cute. I do not like that it chews 
up my shoes, but look at its face. 
People are likely to live with these 
behaviors because they become 
attached to the tiniest face. But 
unlike a human baby, if you do not 
address these behaviors immedi-
ately, in a year they will be ripping 
up your house as a nearly full 
grown beast. This may seem obvi-
ous, but shelters are chock full of 
one-year-old dogs who got their 
lanky, teenage body and the boot 
from their home. Every behav-
ior that a dog learns is from the 
owner – that is how we bred them. 
Whatever we let slide in a dog’s 
mind is like a permission slip to 
do it, so it is our job to correct 
behaviors that we don’t want in 
our house. If you don’t do this 
early enough, any dog lover can 
tell you that you are looking for 
your dog to destroy every piece 
of furniture, clothing, etc., that 
is near and dear to you. Positive 
reinforcement in countless animal 
species is also proven to work, 
so there’s really not much of an 
excuse. Bad behavior in a dog is 
always a human’s fault, never the 
genetics.
Speaking of genetics, let’s 
get back to that little Golden 
Retriever. If you are responsible 
enough to do all the work and 
train that little sucker into the 
perfect dog, you can expect a lot 
of vet bills. See, dog breeding does 
not equal healthy specimens. One 
pug that was tested had the genet-
ic diversity of twenty individu-
als and bulldogs all have to have 
c-sections because their puppies’ 
heads are too big for the birth 
canal (they can also have ingrown 
tails, just let that sink in.) That 
fluffy retriever is prone to eye 
problems, joint problems, cancer 
and a whole host of other issues. 
Look up any breed followed by the 
words “health problems” and you 
will find a list just as long. Because 
we wanted specific traits, pure-
bred equals inbred, plain and sim-
ple. Maybe not now, as there are 
plenty of responsible breeders, 
but the damage has been done. 
Parents will look for that good ole 
“family dog” puppy and buy from 
a breeder, spending hundreds of 
dollars for a dog that will most 
likely just continue to wrack up 
those bills. Practically and ethical-
ly, that purebred is just a bad idea, 
especially when rescues exist for 
specific breeds if you’re wedded 
to a breed of dog. Even then, are 
the health problems really worth 
it?
I promise this is not all 
doom and gloom. I have two solu-
tions if in the future you have 
kids and still really want this 
movie moment to happen. First, 
talk with your partner and get 
on the same page about train-
ing and daily tasks. Are the kids 
old enough to do any of that? 
Are you hiring a trainer, going to 
classes or using YouTube? Second, 
skip the breeder and the pet store 
and head to a shelter—there are 
always adorable puppies looking 
for a home. Puppies in pet stores 
are from puppy mills that keep 
their puppies and breeder dogs in 
horrific conditions. There is a high 
chance that the puppy will make it 
home with you and die very soon 
after. Puppies from breeders will 
live longer, but, as previously stat-
ed, they will destroy your wallet 
(figuratively if not also literally). 
Maybe I’m biased because I have 
never had a purebred, but I can 
tell you our mutt lived seventeen 
years and had only two major 
health scares. She was a lovely dog 
and a pain for my mom to train, 
but the effort was worth it. I love 
dogs and a lot of people do. But a 
lot of those well-intentioned dog 
lovers are also still human and we 
are all prone to stupid mistakes. 
Just try to learn from the ones 
that have already been made, and 
think twice about that puppy.
The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and 
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No matter who you are, you 
have probably come across peo-
ple saying words or phrases like 
“Oy vey,” “tchotchke,” “chutzpah,” 
“mazel tov,” “shtick,” “shmuck,” 
“kvetch” and many more. These 
are all Yiddish words, dating 
back to the 9th century in Central 
Europe as a uniquely diasporic 
language. Yiddish is a German-
based language combined with 
Hebrew, Aramaic and Slavic 
languages. Ashkenazi Jews, e.g. 
Jews of European descent, spoke 
Yiddish back in the day, and many 
Jews today still speak it. Before 
the Holocaust, around 12 mil-
lion Jews out of the worldwide 
total of 17 million spoke Yiddish. 
About 85%, or five million of 
the six million Jews killed in the 
Holocaust, spoke Yiddish. So why 
do we hear goyim (Yiddish word 
for non-Jews) throwing around 
Yiddish words all the time? Is it 
because they value our culture, 
or are interested in our heritage 
and how Yiddish is a part of it? 
Maybe they are working on their 
language skills and rekindling a 
once dominant language across 
Europe? No, I do not believe this 
to be the case at all. The truth 
is that goyim use Yiddish words 
because they sound “funny” to 
their ears. Words like “bupkis” 
and “klutz” have worked their 
way into gentile society because 
non-Jews think they add a come-
dic touch to their vernacular, not 
because of the rich and important 
role that Yiddish has played in our 
collective Jewish history. 
The fact that peppering 
Yiddish words into speech has 
become more and more popular-
ized is unsettling to me as a Jew, 
because it is those same gentiles 
using our language for fun that 
massacred us and forced us to 
assimilate to their culture. When 
people use Yiddish in this way, 
they are (whether intentional 
or not) stereotyping and mock-
ing Jews and our expressions of 
religion. Even more disgusting 
is that when non-Jews pick and 
choose a Yiddish word because it 
sounds “funny”, they are stripping 
the word from its inherent Jewish 
background and re-appropriating 
it to then mock us. The true mes-
sage non-Jews are sending is, “We 
love Jewish things, but not actual 
Jewish people.” To make matters 
worse, Yiddish as a language is 
dying out. While gentiles continue 
to thoughtlessly use “popular” 
Yiddish words on the regular, they 
forget to inquire about the entire 
actual language behind those 
words, which is complete with a 
rich history and fascinating cul-
ture. 
So maybe now you are think-
ing that you should learn Yiddish 
to be more respectful and to edu-
cate yourself on the words so you 
can continue to use them. But how 
do you do this without managing 
to appropriate Jewish culture even 
more?  There is a right way and a 
wrong way to do anything, and the 
wrong way to learn Yiddish is to 
learn it and then think it gives you 
an authority on all things Jewish, 
or an authority to talk on and 
over Jews. The right way to learn 
Yiddish would be in an academic 
setting, or because you are genu-
inely interested in Yiddish the-
ater, culture and Judaism and its 
incredibly dense history. If you are 
learning it to be able to commu-
nicate with your Orthodox neigh-
bors in New York? Go for it! If you 
are learning it to help with trans-
lations of old Yiddish literature 
and texts? Amazing! There are 
plenty of ways to not only appre-
ciate Jewish culture, but to revive 
it further and to help spread the 
word on appropriate ways to use 
Yiddish! 
Now that you are learning 
Yiddish for the right reasons, 
you might come across some 
words that you had no clue were 
so imbedded into American cul-
ture and the English language. 
For example, “bagel.” Yes, Jews 
invented the bagel and it is a 
Yiddish word.  “Blintz,” “lox,” and 
even the word “glitch” are all of 
Yiddish origin! Now do not for 
one second think I am trying to 
say that goyim cannot say “glitch” 
or “bagel.” That is absurd. A lot 
of Yiddish words became a part 
of the English language when 
Yiddish speaking people came to 
America and continued to make 
their traditional foods that there 
was not a word for in English. “A 
bagel and lox with some shmear” 
is an inherently Yiddish phrase, 
because it had never been created 
by anyone else. Of course you can 
say these words without worry, 
and plus now you know that they 
are of Jewish origin! There are 
some other words that may sur-
prise you, like “schmooze”, “spiel”, 
“spritz”, and “nosh.” I will not tell 
you not to use these if you are a 
gentile, but just be aware of the 
Jewish background these words 
are entrenched in, and be careful 
to not use them just to spice up 
a sentence or to “sound funny” 
or to seem more cultured than 
you are. Then there are words 
that goyim use for the sole rea-
son that they sound funny, like 
“tchotchke” when you could say 
knick-knack, “kvetch” when you 
could say complain, “mazel tov” 
when you could say congratula-
tions, “schlong” when you could 
say penis, “shvitz” when you could 
say sweat, “tukhus/tush” when 
you could say butt, and so many 
more. These words do not exist 
for goyim to use as fun sound-
ing words. They do not exist for 
goyim to make fun of Jewish cul-
ture, intentionally or not. They do 
not exist for you to use as some-
thing that is “shiny” and “neat” 
while simultaneously ignoring its 
importance. Most of all, do not act 
as if you are “discovering” some-
thing oppressed people have had 
for centuries and then claiming it 
as yours or making fun of it. 
Why are jokes funny in the first 
place? What functions can com-
edy serve in society? Why do we 
get away with problematic humor 
and what stops us from under-
standing ethical boundaries sur-
rounding humor?
These are the questions 
that plague my mind as I watch 
American culture flirt with prob-
lematic humor, as it lacks any real 
ethical insight to add nuance to 
this conversation.
I grew up on American humor 
since I was six years old, watch-
ing notable comedians like Paul 
Mooney, Dave Chapelle, George 
Carlin, Bill Cosby, and George 
Lopez. And I will admit, I found a 
joke funny based on the delivery 
of a strong punchline rather than 
based on any consideration of the 
joke’s target. Comedy allows us to 
touch any topic without restric-
tion and use a group or an individ-
ual as a punching bag for the sake 
of the majority crowd. American 
comedy is almost utilitarian in 
its practice: we throw marginal-
ized populations under the bus 
constantly so most of us not in 
that identity can laugh and assure 
ourselves that things are not as 
bad as they seem.
Comedy is an art form: it looks 
easy, but with the right script, 
you could deliver a punchline 
more impactful than a two-hour 
political speech. However, some-
thing irked me about the jokes I 
was laughing at. I noticed that at 
least one person never laughed 
at a joke, but I never asked why. 
Inquiring about the weakness of 
a joke is detested in American 
culture because once someone 
analyzes a joke, everyone’s faces 
start to drop. 
As I engaged with larger ques-
tions in my high school and col-
lege classes about the U.S. consti-
tution, rape culture, capitalism, 
and other poignant issues that run 
parallel to comedy, I started to feel 
less comfortable with jokes that 
picked on marginalized groups. 
Now, our current predicament 
is a manufactured free speech cri-
sis on college campuses argued 
by the political right, without a 
mature consideration of historical 
contexts of marginalized groups.
For folk who keep want-
ing problematic humor to go 
unchecked, there are a lot of 
contradictions that remain unan-
swered. Why do we stigmatize 
folk who question the validity 
of any humor because they find 
it problematic? Why do we say 
women are not funny, making 
jokes as men on their behalf, even 
when freedom of speech should 
cover folk across the spectrum 
regardless of gender identity? 
Why are we so tempted to defend 
problematic humor on marginal-
ized groups, and then say “Stop!” 
when any humor is directed at a 
part of our own identity?
When I hear older comics com-
plaining that they can not tour col-
lege campuses anymore because 
their material gets booed down, 
I am reminded of the same free 
speech crowd that hails person-
al responsibility in every other 
situation. Why do comedians not 
work harder to find something 
more palatable for humor than 
reusing the same offensive joke? 
Why do they not take personal 
responsibility for their actions 
and consider the consequences of 
their speech? There is no real free 
speech crisis on college campuses. 
Before people cite censorship as 
an excuse, what should be feared 
is a governing body silencing 
voices, not that of private institu-
tions such as Lawrence. Moreover, 
I hear a lot of people wanting to 
use a joke for immediate gratifica-
tion but the moment I try to sit 
them down to explain why cultur-
al appropriation is morally unjust 
or that using the n-word as a non-
black person is racially insensi-
tive, no one wants to engage in 
deeper conversation. If anything, 
the real free speech crisis is our 
systemic whitewashing of US his-
tory, during which we oppressed 
and invalidated marginalized 
groups repeatedly.
I vouch for comedy to the same 
degree I would for music or cook-
ing, but I do so while keeping a 
balance between the intellectual 
capital one can extract from the 
art and the ethical boundaries we 
keep in consideration of the art in 
its relation to the recipient audi-
ence. For example, I could serve 
raw chicken to my friends at the 
next Christmas party. I would not 
do that, because there lies an ethi-
cal issue of their health in rela-
tion to the raw chicken. I know 
that food poisoning would be a 
natural consequence, and though 
I may have enjoyed the night with 
good company, the following week 
would be a gastrointestinal hell 
for my friends. 
In the same way, I could tell 
a rape joke in the presence of 
friends. In fact, I could just steal 
one from a YouTube video and 
recycle it in midst of a conversa-
tion. But I do not, because there 
lies an ethical issue of the margin-
alized individuals in relation to the 
tasteless joke. For anyone present 
(including men), the trivialization 
of rape through comic relief would 
immediately trigger traumatic 
experiences. In the moment that 
most of us would be laughing, the 
person who must deal with that 
trauma cannot enjoy the joke with 
the rest of the group.
Ethics is the element that is 
missing in conversations of what 
humor we can get away with in 
American society. The easy thing 
to do in one’s life is to make a joke 
for the sake of the joke. But the 
right thing to do may be to quash 
the idea of a joke before even 
mentioning it because of who is 
present and the history behind 
the joke in the first place. 
Fortunately, there are better 
sources of humor to consider. 
Political satire has been rapidly 
evolving within the last three 
decades to offer critiques of domi-
nant identities in society,  since 
their position of power allows 
them to handle a joke without 
derailing their existence as a 
class group entirely. As most late-
night talk show comedians are 
heterosexual, white, cisgender 
men, political satire is one avenue 
for socially conscious folk to get 
involved in. Clean humor is not 
necessarily a dying breed either. 
Comedian John Mulaney’s mate-
rial references common human 
frustrations without having to 
railroad entire marginalized iden-
tities. College Humor, Adam Ruins 
Everything, the White House 
Correspondence Dinners, and SNL 
are more examples: even if they 
are mixed bags with problematic 
humor mixing in socially ethical 
comedy, the fact that more writers 
are experimenting and becoming 
more diverse is a good sign.
I prefer punching up. I men-
tioned before that comedy is an 
art. As with any other art, being 
challenged in your art makes 
you more creatively intelligent. 
Without being challenged, noth-
ing can grow to adapt to new situ-
ations; hence, comedy can grow 
more diverse and tasteful even if 
you perceive something like ethics 
to be an obstacle. 
Part of punching up is a com-
mitted education to the history 
of marginalized groups. A com-
mon libertarian argument is that 
any freedom should be granted 
without limitation because the 
playing field is equalized already. 
This premise is false, because 
the United States started off as 
a white supremacist society. 
Believe me, I am a fan of limited 
government too, but we would 
not need the 13th, 14th, 15th, 
19th and 26th Amendments if 
young people, women and peo-
ple of color had been equal sig-
natories of the Declaration of 
Independence or equal partners 
in the Constitutional Convention 
of 1787. Similarly, comedy in this 
country did not start off as an 
equal tool for all people because 
racial slurs, misogynistic lan-
guage, and homophobic senti-
ments plagued society’s collec-
tive perception of marginalized 
groups. Comedy was used to heel 
entire communities under the 
boot of oppressive power struc-
tures. 
On philosophical and practi-
cal fronts, comedy thrives when 
we start punching up to critique 
folks in power and create healthy 
social discourse. I love comedy as 
much as the next person, but like 
all other things, it is a gunshot in 
the dark when there are no limits 
placed on it; that is to say, you do 
not know who you will end up 
hurting. It is in our vested inter-
est to shine a light on American 
humor so when we use this art 
form, we use it well and to the real 
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EDITORIAL 
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined 
by the editors. Any opinions 
that appear unsigned are 
those of the majority of The 
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.
Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. The editors 
reserve the right to edit for 
style and space. Letters must 
be emailed to: 
lawrentian@lawrence.edu. 
Submissions by email should 
be text attachments.
—All submissions to editorial 
pages must be turned in to 
The Lawrentian no later than 
5 p.m. on the Monday before 
publication.
—All submissions to the 
editorial pages must be ac-
companied by a phone number 
at which the author can be 
contacted.  Articles submitted 
without a contact number will 
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submis-
sions received after the above 
deadline 
—Letters to the editor will be 
edited for clarity, decency and 
grammar.
—Letters to the editor should 
not be more than 350 words.
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Make your message 
stand out and be 
heard.
ADVERTISE
What do you think should be done (by either the school or the student 
body) to prevent more traffic accidents from happening?
PHOTO POLL Nidi GarciaStaff Photographer
“Reduce the speed limit along the 
strip and put in raised crosswalks.”
—Bennett Gabriel
“I think adding more lighting to the 
crosswalks leading to the Con and 
back to campus will be helpful.”
—Jakub Nowak
“Warn the students to be more 
careful and to take more initiative, 
because although there is a law in 
place, you can’t expect everyone to 
follow it.”
—Imani Duhe
“Maybe installing more street lights or 
more cameras.” 
—Leela Mitra
“I think Lawrence can put more 
speed bumps around campus so that 
drivers don’t drive around recklessly.”
—Brandon Polanco
“Place the flashing lights or a second 
set of lights farther back so the drivers 
see them sooner.” 
—Craig Batchelor
We want to empower students 
to make the best of their time at 
Lawrence. Students don’t have to 
be in a crisis to come to counsel-
ing services. Counseling is about 
being well and doing well, and 
even checking in periodically is 
good for them even when their 
mental health is doing well.” 
Lawrence tries to make 
Counseling Services more visible. 
“We have a responsibility to be 
more visible to students, yet we 
face challenges. The high demand 
[for counseling services] makes it 
hard to be outside because [the 
job] requires us to be in this space 
and work one-on-one with stu-
dents,” added Huskey. “Working 
to be more active within the 
Lawrence community is what I am 
proud of to be a part of right now.”
Huskey’s inspirations are the 
students. “Being able to see stu-
dents leave my office feeling more 
empowered and healthier is why 
I show up to work every day,” she 
said. “They keep me going even 
when my job gets hard or even 
when I am having a bad day. I can 
feel good knowing that I helped 
someone help themselves.” 
The ‘Lawrence Difference’ to 
Huskey means embracing a holis-
tic view of students. Living on a 
residential campus is about look-
ing at individual students in men-
tal, physical and emotional health 
situations. Faculty and staff want 
to help students become well-
rounded, adaptable and capable 
to make a difference. 
Huskey is a hidden figure 
because she shows up every day 
to provide support for students. 
On a campus where mental health 
and self-care are not always prior-
ities for students, Huskey makes 
herself ready and available to take 
on some of the burden of their 
challenges. She wants to encour-
age students to have healthier 
lifestyles so they have the abil-
ity to make a difference in the 
world. Huskey understands that 
difference starts with ourselves. 
Students should take advantage of 
Huskey and Counseling Services 
as resources because they’re here 
to help students in any way they 
can.
Hidden Figures
continued from page 6
